
What’s new in your neighborhood
Upper Berryessa Creek Flood 
Protection Project

Update: Upcoming street closures

What: The Santa Clara Valley Water District and 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers will temporarily 
close South Milpitas Boulevard from the intersec-
tion of Montague Expressway north to Garden 
Street.

When: The new opening date is now Oct. 10 at 
5 a.m.

Why: The water district and Corps require the 
road closure to work on the Upper Berryessa 
Creek Flood Protection Project, which covers about 
2.2 miles of the creek from Calaveras Boulevard to 
Interstate 680. See map on back page for
alternate routes. 

The two agencies will replace an existing Union 
Pacific Railroad Bridge with a new box culvert, 
which is a reinforced concrete drainage structure, 
about 5,000 feet north of Montague Expressway. 
The work will also replace the existing railroad 
tracks at the South Milpitas Boulevard crossing and 
at the new bridge. 

Project background 

The Upper Berryessa Creek flood protection 
project offers a tremendous opportunity for a multi-
purpose project to increase flood protection, create 
recreational opportunities and improve the creek 
environment. The water district will continue to work 
with the community and cities to provide critical 
flood protection needs for Milpitas and San Jose.   

Upper Berryessa Creek has a history of flooding, 
having experienced major events within the project 
area in 1982, 1983, and 1998. In 1982, the bank 
overflowed south of Calaveras Boulevard. To date, 
the creek has a 25 percent chance of flooding each 
year.

The Safe, Clean Water and Natural Flood Protection 
Plan, passed by voters in 2012, funds this project. 
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(d) UPRR Trestle 

The existing UPRR trestle is a timber railroad crossing with four sets of piers. There is some 
discrepancy in the deck height that significantly affects the existing capacity of the trestle (Tetra 
Tech 2005). Due to the condition of the existing structure, excavation around the bed or banks is 
assumed to be unacceptable, and complete replacement of the trestle is assumed under all project 
alternatives. A triple barrel concrete box culvert is included in the project scenarios, with 
replacement configurations applied and modeled using the 1990 authorized project designs 
(Figure 3-14). The cost estimates also assume that a temporary shoo-fly structure would be 
needed during construction.

Figure 3‐14 Schematic View of UPRR Trestle Replacement for Alternative 2B/d 

(Bottom): Existing Union Pacific 
Railroad bridge to be replaced 
with proposed triple box culvert 
(bridge) located approximately 
5,000 feet north of Montague 
Expressway.
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For more information, contact Javier Valencia  at 
(408) 630-2963 or 

by email at jvalencia@valleywater.org. Or use our  
Access Valley Water customer request and information 
system at valleywater.org to find out the latest information 

on district projects or to submit questions, complaints  
or compliments directly to a district staff person.

CONTACT US

Follow us on:
/scvwd /valleywater /valleywater

To get eNews,  
drop an email to:

info@valleywater.org

Road closure and alternate route map
Recognizing the potential impact of the work on the community, the water district worked with the city 
of Milpitas to develop alternate routes for this area while the South Milpitas Boulevard road closure 
takes place between Oct. 2 and Oct. 10. 


