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City Announces Police Chief Appointment for Milpitas 

 
Milpitas, CA – October 6, 2021 – FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 
Jared Hernandez, Acting Chief of Police, has been appointed by City Manager Steven G. 
McHarris to serve as the next Police Chief of Milpitas effective October 10, 2021.  
 
On December 31, 2020, Jared Hernandez, was appointed as the Acting Chief of Police. During 
the last nine months Chief Hernandez has taken charge of his department, established positive 
relationships with the community and worked well with members of the City Council and the City 
Manager’s Office. During the last year, he has prioritized community engagement and has 
focused on building new relationships and strengthening existing relationships with members of 
our community. He has enhanced existing programs such as Neighborhood Watch, Coffee with 
a Cop, and National Night Out and is implementing new programs such as a traffic diversion 
program for Seniors and Teens, a Juvenile Diversion program, and a Paws of Patrol program, 
designed to supplement traditional Neighborhood Watch programs and encourage citizens to be 
active and alert while walking pets. 
 
“Chief Hernandez is a well-regarded law enforcement veteran who is a committed community 
builder. He is a strong advocate of diversity, equity, and inclusion who places the needs of 
Milpitas residents first,” City Manager Steven G. McHarris said in a statement. 
 
In response to his appointment, Chief Hernandez said, “It is an honor to serve the diverse 
community of Milpitas. We share different points-of-view, opinions, and beliefs because we 
come from different backgrounds, but I firmly believe that Milpitas’ diversity is our strength. I  
look forward to collaborating with all of our internal and external stakeholders and will work hard 
to build upon our community’s legacy of excellence in policing.” 
 
Chief Hernandez has served the Milpitas Police Department and community in varying 
capacities for nearly 30 years. He started his career with the City of Milpitas in 1991 as a  
 



 
 
volunteer in the Police Department’s Explorer program and worked part-time as dispatcher in 
the 911 call center. He attended San Jose State University before being hired as a police officer  
in 1999. As Police Officer, he served in a variety of roles including Crisis Negotiator, Field 
Training Officer, and Detective in the Special Investigations Unit. In 2007, he was promoted to 
Sergeant where he served as a patrol supervisor, supervisor of the Special Investigations Unit, 
supervisor of the Santa Clara County AB109 Task Force, Crime Reduction Team Supervisor, 
and as the Personnel and Training Sergeant. After promoting to Lieutenant in patrol services in 
2016, Mr. Hernandez commanded the SWAT Team and managed the police department’s 
Homeless Outreach Team. In 2019, he was promoted to Captain and managed the Field 
Services Division and Special Operations Division. In September of 2020, Chief Hernandez was 
promoted to Assistant Police Chief responsible for the supervision of the department’s three 
divisions including the Field Services, Special Operations, and Technical Services Divisions.  
 
Chief Hernandez’s roots are in Milpitas; having grown up here and attending Curtner 
Elementary School, Thomas Russell Middle School and Milpitas High School. He earned a 
Bachelor’s Degree in Criminal Justice and has continued his professional development in law 
enforcement and is looking forward to attending a future FBI National Academy, which has been 
delayed due to the Pandemic. 
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About the City of Milpitas 
Located at the southern end of San Francisco Bay, Milpitas is a progressive community that is 
an integral part of Silicon Valley. A full-service city with water utility, sewer utility, police and fire 
services, Milpitas celebrates a diverse population of nearly 80,000. Under a Council-Manager 
form of government, the City Council has established the following seven priority areas of 
service and policy: public safety, environment, transportation and transit, economic 
development and job growth, neighborhoods and housing, community wellness and open 
space, and governance and administration. For more information, visit: www.ci.milpitas.ca.gov 
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