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New Tools Available for Milpitas Homeowners Considering an Accessory Dwelling Unit (ADU) 
Toolkit and Workshop will help residents create new housing on their property 

 
Milpitas, CA – December 20, 2021 – FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 
New tools are now available for homeowners interested in building an accessory dwelling unit, 
also known as a second unit, granny flat, in-law unit, or converted garage as a result of the 
Planning Department’s work related to improving the City’s land use and zoning tools to 
facilitate housing production. Creating more housing options, especially affordable units, has 
been a top priority for Milpitas. Whether a property owner wants to make extra income, create 
more housing for the local workforce, or house more family members, support is now available. 
 
In July 2020, the City Council adopted an ordinance to amend the City’s ADU regulations to 
comply with new State legislation, which aims to streamline the permitting process of ADUs and 
facilitate ADU production. An ADU Toolkit was created as a resource to help Milpitas residents 
build an ADU. It provides a detailed, step-by-step explanation of the entire project—from getting 
started to navigating the process of building an ADU. The toolkit is also designed to provide 
useful information and reduce the uncertainty in what can feel like a complicated process. To 
access the toolkit, visit https://milpitas.info/ADUToolkit. 
 
Milpitas Planning Director Ned Thomas shares that, “The toolkit will help facilitate ADU 
production and inform, inspire, and guide homeowners through a full-service review process. 
Our hope is that the user guides and illustrations will simplify the process and requirements, 
which will help Milpitas homeowners understand recent changes to State and local ADU 
regulations.” 
 
A virtual community workshop was held on December 16, 2021. Attendees learned how to use 
the Symbium Build online application, which helps homeowners unlock their property's ADU 
potential. At the workshop, participants learned about steps needed to build an ADU on their 
land, explored designs from ADU pros and tried sketching their own, and became informed 
about the cost and next steps for getting an ADU designed and approved in the comfort of their 
own homes. To view the online workshop, visit https://bit.ly/MilpitasADUWorkshop. 
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Ned Thomas added that, “The online resources now available to Milpitas homeowners will 
reduce the need to visit City Hall for in-person consultations, saving time for both residents and 
City staff and getting ADUs built quicker.” 
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About the City of Milpitas 
Located at the southern end of San Francisco Bay, Milpitas is a progressive community that is 
an integral part of Silicon Valley. A full-service city with water utility, sewer utility, police and fire 
services, Milpitas celebrates a diverse population of nearly 80,000. Under a Council-Manager 
form of government, the City Council has established the following seven priority areas of 
service and policy: public safety, environment, transportation and transit, economic 
development and job growth, neighborhoods and housing, community wellness and open 
space, and governance and administration. For more information, visit: www.ci.milpitas.ca.gov 
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