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Building Valuation Data 

Building permit fee amounts are based on project valuation. The City of Milpitas published Fees and Charges has 

the following definition: 

A. Building Valuation Defined 

Building valuation shall be based on the higher of 1) the applicant's estimated valuation or 2) the most current 

Building Valuation as printed and published by the International Code Council and adjusted using the most current 

City Cost Index as printed and published by R.S. Means Building Construction Cost Data, or as shown on the 

"Building Valuation Supplement" for items not covered in the International Code Council Building Valuation Data. 

The minimum valuation calculated in accordance with the City's fee schedule is to ensure a minimum fee level for 

the City's services. This valuation is used only to determine our fees, which reflect our costs to provide the services. 

The permit and plan review fees cover administering, reviewing and inspecting all code-regulated items in the 

project. 

Please consider that when a bid is lower than the calculated valuation, the actual bid does not affect the amount of 

code items the City is required to regulate. 

B. Building Valuation Supplement 

1. Residential garage conversions per sq.ft. $65.00 

2. Concrete or concrete block retaining walls per sq.ft. (includes footing) $10.00 

3. Wood retaining wall per sq.ft. $5.00 

4. Residential remodel (no increase in floor area) per sq.ft. $50.00 

5. Residential kitchen remodel per sq.ft. $150.00 

6. Patio cover per sq.ft. $15.00 

(add for enclosure) per sq.ft. $15.00 

7. Deck per sq.ft. $15.00 

Items of construction that are not pertinent to plan review and inspection functions of Office of Building Safety may be 

reasonably excluded from valuation. Examples of this include wall and floor finishes (if not regulated by building code 

fire resistivity, green building code or disabled access provisions), decorative window treatments and the like. The cost 

of package equipment where internal parts are not inspected is excluded from valuation, however the labor and 

materials cost of installation (for example electrical hook-up and mechanical anchorage) is included in the valuation. 

Note that the valuation does not include architectural design fees or contractor mobilization cost. 

Note that the valuation does not include costs of site development items external to a building envelope. 

Some projects may require a discussion of valuation due to the special nature or complexity of the project. Questions 

about project valuation should be first directed to the plan reviewer. If questions remain, it is the Plan Cheek Engineer's 

responsibility to establish a project valuation. 

 

 

 

http://www.milpitas.gov/


 

 
Building Valuation Data – August 2025 

Square Foot Construction Costs a,b,c,d 

 

 

Page 2 of 2  10/1/2025 

S:\BUILDING INSP\HANDOUTS 2024\2024 ORIGINAL DOCUMENTS\General Information\Word Doc\Building Valuation Data\2025\Building Valuation Data AUG2025.doc 

 

 

 
a. Data has been adjusted for local construction costs by the R.S. Means City Cost Index of 1.242 based upon the 

data published in 2025 Building Construction Costs Book.  
b. Private Garages use Utility, miscellaneous     
c. For shell only buildings deduct 20 percent 
d. N.P. = not permitted 

e. Unfinished basements (Group R-3)a = $39.12 per sq. ft 

  CONSTRUCTION TYPE              

Occupancy IA IB IIA IIB IIIA IIIB IV VA VB 

A-1 Assembly, theaters, with 
stage 

423.31 408.25 396.20 380.59 355.62 345.31 367.57 331.39 318.71 

A-1 Assembly, theaters, 
without stage 

388.63 373.57 361.52 345.91 321.26 310.95 332.89 297.01 284.34 

A-2 Assembly, nightclubs 337.94 328.02 317.73 305.61 286.24 278.47 295.12 260.30 250.42 

A-2 Assembly, restaurants, 
bars, banquet halls 

336.69 326.78 315.24 304.36 283.76 277.23 293.88 257.81 249.18 

A-3 Assembly, churches 394.46 379.39 367.35 351.73 327.23 316.93 338.73 303.00 290.32 

A-3 Assembly, general, 
community halls, libraries 

331.27 316.20 302.91 288.53 262.63 253.58 275.53 238.40 226.96 

A-4 Assembly, arenas 387.39 372.33 359.04 344.67 318.77 309.71 331.65 294.53 283.10 

B Business 374.34 361.05 348.10 333.37 304.45 293.60 320.56 272.08 259.60 

E Educational 360.32 347.49 335.76 321.64 298.64 283.42 310.57 261.39 252.93 

F-1 Factory and industrial, 
moderate hazard 

205.95 196.01 183.68 176.75 157.39 149.74 168.51 130.51 121.52 

F-2 Factory and industrial, low 
hazard 

204.71 194.77 183.68 175.51 157.39 148.49 167.27 130.51 120.28 

H-1 High Hazard, explosives 192.12 182.19 171.10 162.93 145.20 136.31 154.69 118.33 0.00 

H-2,3,4 High Hazard 192.12 182.19 171.10 162.93 145.20 136.31 154.69 118.33 108.09 

H-5 HPM 374.34 361.05 348.10 333.37 304.45 293.60 320.56 272.08 259.60 

I-1 Institutional, supervised 
environment 

344.95 332.60 320.72 308.60 282.47 274.88 307.95 254.40 245.32 

I-2 Institutional, hospitals 588.52 575.23 562.27 547.55 516.10 0.00 534.73 483.75 0.00 

I-2 Institutional, nursing homes 406.01 392.71 379.75 365.02 337.97 0.00 352.22 305.62 0.00 

I-3 Institutional, restrained 395.04 381.74 368.79 354.06 328.27 316.18 341.25 320.56 280.94 

I-4 Institutional, day care 
facilities 

344.95 332.60 320.72 308.60 282.47 274.88 307.95 254.40 245.32 

M Mercantile 252.23 242.31 230.76 219.90 200.10 193.57 209.40 174.15 165.52 

R-1 Residential, hotels 348.93 336.57 324.70 312.57 285.82 278.23 311.93 257.75 248.67 

R-2 Residential, multiple family 291.36 279.00 267.13 255.01 229.81 222.22 254.36 201.74 192.66 

R-3 Residential, one- and two-
familye 

270.86 263.65 257.32 251.83 243.41 234.74 256.91 226.33 212.13 

R-4 Residential, care/assisted 
living facilities 

344.95 332.60 320.72 308.60 282.47 274.88 307.95 254.40 245.32 

S-1 Storage, moderate hazard 190.88 180.95 168.61 161.68 142.72 135.07 153.45 115.84 106.85 

S-2 Storage, low hazard 189.64 179.70 168.61 160.44 142.72 133.83 152.21 115.84 105.61 

U Utility, miscellaneous 152.33 143.65 133.04 127.67 113.73 106.54 121.55 90.52 86.49 


